
Chapter 16--Toward a New Heaven and a New Earth: The Scientific Revolution and the Emergence of
Modern Science
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Free Response Questions

1. Discuss the causes of the Scientific Revolution and evaluate the impact of it on European thought and
culture.

2. To what extent did the Enlightenment express optimistic ideas in 18th century Europe?  Illustrate your
answer with references to specific individuals and their works.

3. Explain the development of the scientific method in the 17th century and the impact of scientific thinking
on the traditional sources of authority.

4. Both Jean-Baptiste Colbert (1619-1683) and Adam Smith (1723-1790) both sought to increase the
wealth of their respective countries.  How did their recommendations differ?

5. Compare and contrast two theories of government introduced in the period from 1640 to 1780.

6. Describe and analyze the influence of the Enlightenment on both elite culture and popular culture in the
18th century.


